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Staffing 
Susi Wisniewski went on maternity leave 
at the end of June.  We successfully 
recruited Paul Good to the programme 
manager post for the period of Susi’s 
maternity leave.  Paul has had a long 
career in the IT industry, and is new to 
Cochrane, academia, and health care. 
Enquires to UKSU and Paul should be 
directed to: uksu@contacts.bham.ac.uk 
 
Training 
We continue to run a sequence of four 
training days for review authors in a 
continual cycle so that review teams 
attend each event at the time closest to 
when the training will be of greatest 
relevance. Feedback from participants on 
the modules is consistently very positive.  
 
 In July 2013 a 3 day workshop for 
statisticians will be held in Birmingham to 
coincide with the 3rd international 
symposium on methods for evaluating 
medical tests and biomarkers (see over).  
A workshop for search specialists is in the 
early stages of planning .For details of 
forthcoming events follow the link on our 
website: 
http://srdta.cochrane.org/workshops-and-
events  
 

 
 
Editorial and Publication Activity 
There are now a total of 229 DTA 
protocols and 18 DTA reviews in 
Manuscript Central. Seven DTA reviews 
and 51 protocols have been published in 
the Cochrane library. DTA review activity 
continues on an upward trend.  
 
Initiating “see-one do-one” DTA Editor 
training 
DTA editorial training commenced 
September 2012; we currently have 3 
editors in training and have a further nine 
nominees. For information about 
nominating DTA editors for training please 
visit the following link on our website: 
http://srdta.cochrane.org/editorial-one-
one-training-form 
 
Creation of editorial checklists  

Editorial checklists are being developed 

for use by review authors and peer 
reviewers and for CRG managing editors. 
These will be piloted during the Editorial 
training process before being released by 
the Editorial Resources committee in 
2013. 
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RevMan  
RevMan 5.2 will be available to review 
authors in October 2012. The updated 
version contains structural changes for 
DTA reviews to accommodate the revised 
quality assessment (QUADAS-2 
developed by the team in 2010/11 in 
collaboration with colleagues in Bristol and 
elsewhere, in response to feedback and in 
consultation with active Cochrane DTA 
reviewers).  We have ensured that 
RevMan 5.2 retains enough functionality 
to allow review authors who have 
commenced their reviews in 5.1 to publish 
without updating their methodology; 
although they will have to update before 
RevMan 6.0 is released.  In addition, 
based on peer review and training 
experience, sub heading terminology and 
guidance notes have been revised to 
assist review authors with formulating 
DTA review questions. The UK Support 
Unit has led the development, refinement 
and testing of the new software version.    
 
Production of a published version of 
the Cochrane Handbook  

An electronic publication version of the 
Cochrane handbook for DTA reviews is 
accessible from the DTA website: 
http://srdta.cochrane.org/handbook-dta-
reviews . At the time of writing five of eight 
methodological chapters are available. 
Production of the handbook relies largely 
on the good will of international 
colleagues. Given this working 
environment we have prioritised the 
production of chapters for which there are 
no electronic versions available at the time 
of writing, notably the final interpretation 
chapter. 
 
The UK Support Unit hosted an 
international meeting in early July 2012 
concerned with interpretation of DTA 
review findings. The meeting was 
extremely successful and effectively 
served the dual purpose of agreeing 
consensus on the contents of the 
appropriate chapter in the forthcoming 
DTA handbook as well as agreeing 
research priorities in this relatively 
neglected area. A draft of the planned 
chapter is due to be circulated October 
2012 for comment from workshop 

participants. Following this a draft chapter 
will be made available on the DTA 
Working Group website for wider 
comment to inform the published 
handbook. Of the methodological 
chapters, an advance draft of Chapter 5 
(introduction to diagnostic research) is in 
existence, leaving only the data extraction 
chapter to be written. 
Several chapters are being updated to fit 
in with changes in methodology. Chapter 
4 (the content of a DTA protocol and 
review) was prioritised for revision to link 
in with the release of RevMan 5.2; 
development of checklists for peer review 
and to assist authors. A revised chapter 
will be made available on the DTA web 
site in October 2012.  Similarly the 
Methodological Quality chapter is being 
updated (led by Hans Reitsma) to 
incorporate QUADAS-2, and the 
searching chapter is being updated to 
incorporate the experience gained from 
the first 50 published protocols. 
 

3RD INTERNATIONAL 
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Coming Soon: 
Registration and Call for 

Abstracts 
 

 Systematic reviews and meta-
analyses of test accuracy 

 Evaluating the impact of tests 
 Industry, regulation and test 

development 
 Prognosis research 
 Prediction & classification 
 Stratified & personalised 

medicine 
 Clinical decision rules 
 Translating research: guidelines 

& evidence reports  
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